OLD   MANNERS   GONE
have  cancelled  her  attraction  in  her  youth.    The
cattle-dealer emitted a grunt.
" Kiddie, are you weak ? You must be suffering
from flatulence. Let me order you a large brandy."
This brought him to his senses. But not before she
had beckoned down the back hall.
" I am quite able to order what I want"
It was too late !
" Don't trouble, Dearie, I've done it for you. And
one for little me."
Dumnorix shook himself and tried to rise by means
of a gold-headed cane which suddenly appeared in
front of his paunch. It was useless. Mack herself
appeared (" It's the maids' night off") with a tray on
which there were three large brandies. The dealer
in cattle groaned. He was in for it. With the utmost
reluctance, incommoded by his girth, he produced a
golden sovereign. Mack whisked it away! " There's
no change in a decent house. Them's old liqueur
brandies. Who expects it ? Aida !" Who indeed ?
But I wish that Vincent would return. It is time I
was out of the Kip. I should never have landed myself
in it but for the Citizen's night call.
When the discussion relative to the cost of the up-
keep of such a respectable establishment and the cost of
Cupid was over, he rose, poisoning my sight, and took
his belly for a personally conducted tour of the house.
I realised I was not alone when suddenly the pianist
swinging round on his pivot, said, "Once the hori-
zontal ridge makes its appearance under your navel,
goodbye !" He said it with satisfaction, for he was
thin. " Good-bye." He blew imaginary kisses left
and right as if retiring from an encore and leaving the
amorous scene. " O'Connor of Celbridge told me
that, and he is one of the leading doctors of our time.
Farewell and Adieu !" He revolved back suddenly
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